
What is a designer?
Designer’s create things from their imagination. 

They will draw out something before they make 
it. 

Do you know any designers?



Who is Tom Karen?

Tom is a designer who used to 
work in Letchworth Garden City.

His favourite things to make were 
vehicles.  



Watch the video to find out more about Tom. 

http://vimeo.com/827283297


What toys could you make?



Tom liked to...

• Design cool cars. 
• Make moving toys. 
• Use recycled materials.

Tom was famous, let’s find out more. 

https://www.discover-letchworth.com/
tom-karen-creations/

https://www.discover-letchworth.com/tom-karen-creations/
https://www.discover-letchworth.com/tom-karen-creations/


You are a designer
And we are going to make our own toy cars!

What does a car need? 



You are a designer
To make our toy cars we will need:

• Body
• Axel
• Wheels



What is an Axel?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/design-andtechnology-ks2-axles/zmhfvk7


Draw your car
You car needs to have everything on our list. 

• Body
• Axel
• Wheels

You might be inspired by Tom Karen’s cars like 
the Bond Bug or the Reliant Scimitar. 



Make a Mood Board
Collect images that show the theme of your car. 
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Measure 11cm and mark with a pen 
on 2 straws

Draw a rectangle on thick card. 
Make 2 sides 10cm and the other 2 20cm. 
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Cut out your retangle and your 
straws. 

Stick your straws onto your card. Push your 
wooden sticks through the straws
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Check your wheels are matching 
sizes

Stick your wheels on your wooden sticks with 
blue tack on the outside
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Choose a car shape
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Choose a car shape

3


